
CONCEPTS
The City of Cedar Rapids is undertaking an exciting community-driven 
planning process to create a vibrant network of community gardens in 
7-10 parks across the City. This will create significantly more access 
to garden plots, compared to the 300 currently available in 3 parks. 
Sinclair Park is the next addition to the expanding garden network — 
above are two possible designs. 
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CONCEPT 1
FUN-CTIONAL REUSE
This concept focuses on reusing much the existing 
infrastructure in a creative way. The current 
defunct bathroom could be updated into tool and 
storage area for the gardeners.  The new side-
access ADA beds are placed along the existing 
paths. 

A gathering area with picnic tables is 
centrally located around the tool shed. Perennial 
beds with pollinator plants are located at the 
entrances and near the gathering areas for 
maximum enjoyment. The current lawn is 
converted into allotment garden plots in-ground. 
This is a functional garden with simple additions 
for the neighborhood vegetable gardener. 

CONCEPT 2
EDIBLE ENGAGEMENT

This concept focuses on perennial plants 
and a ‘food forest’ on the outside edge of the 
allotment plots. It invites non-gardeners into 
the space to enjoy the amenities.

 A gazebo serves as the central 
gathering space for events and workshops. 
An ADA ‘nature’ path expands the accessible 
areas for users on the edge of the site. The 
ADA garden beds are centrally located close 
to the parking and nature path. This is an 
engaging space with edible and educational 
resources in addition to the allotment plots. 
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CASE STUDIES 
Examples of successful community 
gardens and elements to generate ideas 
and conversations. 

GARDENS IN PARKS

Grateful Tomato Garden
 SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

New Roots Farms
USA

Manhattan Community Gardens
MANHATTAN, KANSAS 

Common Ground 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS  

Chadek Park
IOWA CITY, IOWA

The New Roots community farm program provides resources 
for refugees to become food secure and adjust in their new 
communities. New Roots farms programs are managed by the  
International Rescue Committee — an international humanitarian 
aid organization. New Roots has allotment gardens, incubator 
farms, and food access programming. This program has several 
gardens and farms across the USA. 

The Manhattan Community Gardens are 
a long-standing and successful program 
run by a non-profit partner.  Manhattan, 
Kansas has a population of 60,000.  The 
community gardens host over 250 plots 
at two locations. 

Common Ground is an urban agriculture 
program established by the City of 
Lawrence in 2012. There are 10 sites 
across the city — the gardens vary in 
style from garden allotments to food 
forests to an incubator farm.  

This 1/2 acre allotment garden is located in 
central Salt Lake City. The site is run by a 
non-profit partner. Elements include signage, 
decorative fencing, pollinator beds, a food forest, 
and compost. This is a flagship site within a 
larger garden network. 

The Chadek Park is a nearby example of 
gardens in city parks. This allotment style 
garden is managed by the City Parks 
Department. The community garden has 
plots to rent, picnic tables, 
and open space. 



GARDENS IN PARKS

What elements of the garden 
are most important to you? 
Add a sticker to your top 5 choices.  
Add comments with a sticky note!

Garden plots- medium size
 10 ft x 20 ft

Garden plots – large size 
20 ft x 40 ft

Improved irrigation system 
Please describe “how” in comments

Crop signs

Posted garden rules

Educational signs

Multilingual signs  

Entryway improvements 
Welcome sign, parking, gates, etc.

Improved paths and circulation 

Pollinator or native gardens

Perennial plants and flowers 

Fruit trees 

Compost and mulch area

Tables and seating area

Bulletin board

Shade structure 

Toolshed with storage

Shared Tools 
Wheelbarrow, shovel, rakes, hoe, etc.  

Other
 Write in comments

ELEMENT COMMENTS VOTING 


